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“If we did
not have
music, the
world would
be boring”
Millie, aged 10, school project 2017

Our £100,000 Appeal
Two decades ago in December 1997, Wiltshire Music Centre
opened its doors for the first time. Twenty years and many
thousands of performances later, we are delighted to be
celebrating the Centre’s 20th Anniversary in 2018.
We hope you will join us!

In 1989, a small group of
people came together with
a relatively modest and
achievable goal—to build
a new rehearsal space for
young musicians in Wiltshire.
Over the next few years
this small group of people
became a board of Trustees
with an extraordinary
vision—one that became,
with significant help from the
Arts Council and National
Lottery, the Music Centre
we all see today.

It could have been built
anywhere in the county,
but its original purpose as
a home of musical learning
paved the way for the then
Headmaster of St Laurence
School and WMC’s current
Chair to offer a valuable
piece of school playing field
to realise this remarkable
‘project’. Wiltshire Music
Centre was born.

WMC now stands as a venue
of national significance,
committed to supporting young
people to reach their musical
potential. We welcome over
60,000 visitors every year to
enjoy 160 events and activities.
5,000 young people across the
region are now taking part in
our Creative Learning projects.
Across 2018 we are presenting
a number of special concerts
and events, and invite you to
share your favourite stories and
WMC highlights with us.

Opposite:
nearly there!

Did you know?

“When we opened back
in 1997 we had incredible
hopes and dreams for the
Centre. I am really proud
to say that the Centre has
exceeded all of them”

The very first concert was
performed by the Wiltshire
& Swindon Youth Orchestra
on 2 January 1998. We
now run this brilliant group
for young people as the
West of England Youth
Orchestra and are
fundraising to take them on
tour to France as part of our
Anniversary celebrations.

Keith Nimmo, Founding Artistic Director
We have launched
a 20th Anniversary
Appeal to raise
£100,000 to support
the Centre’s future
across 3 key priorities:

1
Music-making
for all: our
Creative Learning
Programme in
the community

2

3

Artistic Excellence:
bringing the UK
and world’s best
musicians to
Wiltshire

A greener future:
new auditorium
lighting

Join in, take part, and help
us share the future of Wiltshire
Music Centre. All gifts, however
large or small will make a
difference.
Thank you,
James Slater
Artistic Director

Did you know?
We have welcomed
over 1 million visitors
through the doors.

Left: Wiltshire
Music Centre

Appeal
priority 1

Music-making for all: our
Creative Learning Programme
in the community

Since the beginning,
Wiltshire Music Centre
has been committed to
supporting young people
to reach their musical
potential.

concerts to jazz workshops;
piano masterclasses to
Ghanaian percussion; Tots
concerts to our Zone Club
for learning disabled young
adults; two county-level Youth
Orchestras and much more.

Over the last 20 years we
have enabled tens of thousands
of children to experience live
music-making. From schools

We have supported hundreds
of Young Artists at the start
of their professional careers,
offering quality performances

Our Learning projects
in 2016/17

All of our education projects
are almost entirely funded
through donations.

The future:
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and opportunities to expand
their skills off the concert
platform. We are now extending
our programme to older people,
through live performances in
local community settings.

Our aim is to use our artistic
programme as a catalyst for
creativity; using the best artists
in the business to get children
involved in music-making. We
believe that by inspiring young
people to play and enjoy music,
we can help to enrich and
inspire young lives, whilst
also supporting artists and
audiences of the future.
In the last few years,
our Creative Learning
Programme has doubled in
size to deliver 30 projects
a year for 5,000 children.
We now need extra help
to deliver this work.

“Zone Club has
changed my life”
Member

Please help us to:
• Take live musicians into Primary,
Secondary and Special Schools across
the region. We will use the best classical,
jazz and world artists from our concert
programme and visit children in their own
school settings to educate and inspire. We
are seeking to take music leaders into Special
Schools to enable 200 children to make their
own music, and deliver concert assemblies
in rural primary schools for 1,000 children.
Each of these projects cost £5,000.

• Provide routes for young people to develop
in their music-making. From performances,
to rehearsals, to clubs and workshops, we
aim to offer opportunities to young people
at all stages of development. Every month
we seek to run Zone Club which offers
young adults with learning disabilities the
opportunity to make their own music on the
WMC stage. Every month we have to raise
£1,500 to make this happen. In late 2015
we took over running the West of England
Youth Orchestra and Wiltshire Youth Jazz
Orchestra, and following two fantastic
years we are now fundraising £8,000
to take them on tour to France.

Help us to raise:
£40,000

Appeal
priority 2

Artistic Excellence: bringing
the UK and world’s best
musicians to Wiltshire

Every year some of the
greatest artists in the
world walk out on to
the Wiltshire Music
Centre stage.

Whether it’s stellar
percussionist Dame Evelyn
Glennie, folk group Altan,
jazz singer Clare Martin OBE
or the Orchestra of the Age
of Enlightenment, quality
underpins our entire Artistic
Programme. Our vision is to
be a leading regional venue
for live music performance
and to offer the very best in
jazz, classical, folk and world
music for everyone to enjoy.

The future:
Heading into the next 20
years, we are committed to
showcasing excellence in
music-making, and finding
new ways to enrich our
concert programme through
learning and participation.

Please help us to:
• Preserve excellence and confidently
deliver over 160 concerts and events every
year, featuring the best musicians from the
classical, jazz, folk and world genres from
the UK and beyond. Our Artistic Programme
is one of the hardest areas of our business to
support, but we need thousands of pounds
a year to deliver and develop it.

• Deliver a new young String Quartet
Fellowship with the Doric String Quartet,
in association with the Royal Academy of
Music, to support a young quartet at the start
of their careers. Supported generously by the
Cavatina Chamber Music Trust, we still need
£1,800 every year to run the Fellowship.
• Support new music by commissioning
brand new pieces and hosting world
premiere performances of jazz, classical,
folk and world music.
• Artistic Residencies: appoint an Artist
in Residence every year for three years to
perform at the Centre and deliver workshops
for young people and emerging artists.
Each Artistic Residency costs over £5,000.

Help us to raise:
£40,000

Appeal
priority 3

A greener
future: new
auditorium
lighting

From 9am – 10pm our
building is used by a
huge number of young
musicians, concert goers
and community groups
as a place to rehearse,
perform and enjoy
live music.

In 2014 we raised the funds
to improve the auditorium
acoustics and facilities;
investing in a new PA system,
cinema projector and acoustic
treatment, as well as carrying
out other essential upgrades
to our office spaces and Foyer.
In 2016 we began replacing
the lighting around the public
spaces of the Centre. We now
need to upgrade our main
auditorium lights.

The future:
Our auditorium lighting is as old as our
Centre – 20 years old! – and it is now critically
out of date and inefficient. Our lights are used
every single day for concerts, workshops and
rehearsals, yet cost us £6,000 every year
in electricity, maintenance and light bulb
replacements. This money could be much
better spent elsewhere.
We now need to raise the funds to replace
these lights with LEDs. By doing this, we will
reduce our energy costs and carbon footprint
for a greener and more sustainable future,
and move WMC a step closer to achieving
an ‘A’ energy rating from a ‘B’.

Please help us to:
• Upgrade our 20-year old lighting
to specialist theatre LED lights
• Reduce our energy and bulb
costs by 86% (£6,000 a year)
• Reduce our CO2 emissions by 92%
• Provide a better audience and
artist experience
The cost of this upgrade is over £40,000.
£22,700 has been raised to date.
Supported by:
M&S Energy Fund
The Doric Group/Ashford Homes

Help us to raise:
£20,000

PLAYING
YOUR PART
HELP US
TO RAISE
£100,000

£10

will provide refreshments
for our visiting artists or a
Teacher’s resource pack

£20

will support a young
person to attend our Zone
Club for learning disabled
young adults

£250

will pay for a musician
to deliver two workshops
in local primary schools

£1,000

will buy a new specialist
LED theatre light

£5,000

will support a whole
schools project for
1,000 school children

Make a donation today

Donations will be generously matched by
the Coles-Medlock Foundation. That means
if you donate £20 they will also give £20!
£25,000 in match-funding is available.

Make a donation to our Endowment Fund
Wiltshire Music Centre has an endowment
of £135,000 which is held in perpetuity.
This important fund helps to provide long
term security to the Centre through a payment
of annual interest. By donating to help grow
this fund, we have a safer future.

Consider making a lasting difference.

DONATE NOW
Your details:
Name

Address
Postcode

Telephone

Email

Your gift:

I would like to help Wiltshire Music Centre’s
20th Anniversary Appeal with a gift of:
I would like my donation to be directed towards: (tick boxes)
Where it is most needed
Creative Learning
Artistic Programme

LED lighting upgrades

Acknowledgement
I am happy for my support to be acknowledged
I would prefer to remain anonymous
I would like to speak to someone about making a lasting difference by donating to the Centre’s
Endowment Fund

Payment details:
I enclose a cheque, payable to ‘Wiltshire Music Centre Trust Ltd’ for £

OR
I would like to pay by card. Please debit my:

You can also donate online
at wiltshiremusic.org.uk

Card number:
**If using Switch/Maestro, please use the number printed across the middle of the card

Start date

Expiry date

Issue no. (Maestro only)

Signature:
Date:

/

/

Gift Aid declaration
Increase your donation by 25p for every £1 you donate
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay
for the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify
you as a current UK taxpayer.
In order to Gift Aid your donation
you must tick the box below:

I want to Gift Aid my donation of £
and any donations I make in the future
or have made in the past 4 years to:
Wiltshire Music Centre

CVV/CVC

(The last 3 digits on
the back of the card)

Please return to: ‘20th Anniversary Appeal’,
Wiltshire Music Centre, Ashley Road, Bradford
on Avon, Wiltshire, BA15 1DZ
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is
my responsibility to pay any difference.
Please notify the charity if you:
· want to cancel this declaration
· change your name or home address
· no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include
all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return
or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

THANK
YOU
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