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PUTTING THE COMMUNITY CENTRE STAGE AUTUMN WINTER 2020
SUPPORT US 01225 860 100 wiltshiremusic.org.uk
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65,000 
people 

a year

Undeterred, a reduced staff team took 
vital community projects online to 
deliver virtual creative opportunities for 
young musicians, isolated older people 
and young learning disabled adults.

Now we need your help to reopen 
WMC from September so that we can 
support the whole community. 

Help us to put the 
community centre stage
On 18th March 2020, as the Covid-19 
pandemic took hold, Wiltshire Music 
Centre had to close its doors: concerts 
were postponed, projects were paused 
and all activities at the Centre were 
cancelled until further notice. This also 
presented us with a major financial 
challenge, with the loss of almost all 
our earned income overnight.

SEASON 
HIGHLIGHTS 
AUTUMN WINTER 2020

in the COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS PROJECTS supporting 
pupils after lockdown

CELEBRATING AGE WILTSHIRE 
supporting isolated older people

ZONE CLUB for young learning-
disabled adults 

at the CENTRE
COMMUNITY GROUPS providing a 
safe space to meet and rehearse

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 
supporting quality one-to-one tuition

YOUTH ENSEMBLES supporting 
high quality progression routes   
from the STAGE
WORLD CLASS ARTISTS 
opportunities for live and livestream 
concerts 

£45,000 
per month

As a first-class concert hall,  
a community centre and creative hub, 

each year Wiltshire Music Centre plays 
an instrumental role in the wellbeing of 

more than 65,000 people.

Between April and June 2020, the Centre 
made a significant financial loss. From the 
Autumn this deficit is set to increase, with 
normal monthly operating costs of 
approximately £45,000.
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to enable us to safely reopen the Centre  
as soon as possible and to deliver an ambitious 
Autumn Winter programme in the community, 
at the centre and from the stage.

Whether you are able to make a personal 
donation, or could join our ‘community heroes’ 
in taking on a personal challenge to fundraise 
on our behalf, anything that you are able to give 
or pledge at this time will make a difference.

We need your help  
to raise £60,000

What could you do  
for WMC?

Every £1 you donate  
could contribute £2.50  
to the appeal

Skydive? Danceathon? Learn a new instrument? 
We’re looking for community heroes to take on 
personal challenges in aid of WMC to help us to 
reach our £60,000 appeal target.

We have had some amazing support from 
#TeamWMC in the past: running half marathons, 
bikeathons, and most recently a Virtual 10K.  
This time, you pick the challenge!

We’ll provide all the support you need on and 
offline to help you with your fundraising. To find 
out more about how you can get involved, email:  
adam.laughton@wiltshiremusic.org.uk

SIGN UP now via 
 

Start fundraising for us today at:  
www.justgiving.com/wiltshiremusic

Community 
Hero

We would be delighted to receive support of any 
amount to help us towards our £60,000 
fundraising target. To make a donation, please 
visit our website or use the Gift Form at the back 
of the brochure.

Make your donation go even further! We can 
claim an additional 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 
you donate. We are also delighted to have also 
received Match Funding from the Medlock 
Charitable Trust helping to further increase the 
value of your gift. 

“Throughout these challenging circumstances, 
we have seen how a creative response can 
help to bring us back together. Sharing the joy 
of live music has never been so important.”
Maud Saint-Sardos, Chief Executive  



Extending support for young 
learning-disabled adults
Record participation levels for our 
virtual Zone Club sessions during 
lockdown have shown just how 
important opportunities to 
socialise and be creative are for 
disabled young adults at this time.  
 
Help us to continue monthly Zone 
Club sessions and offer new 
performance opportunities later in 
the year to support vulnerable 
young adults with special 
educational needs across 
Wiltshire and beyond. Leading Phase 2 of the 

Celebrating Age Wiltshire 
partnership project
During the last three years, 
Celebrating Age Wiltshire has 
delivered arts and heritage activities 
in community settings to support 
the wellbeing of thousands of 
vulnerable older people, including 
those living with dementia and  
their carers.  
 
From September 2020, your 
support will help us to lead the 
second phase of this vital project, 
and deliver a combination of 1:1 
support for isolated older people 
living in Melksham, outdoor 
concerts and small-scale theatre 
performances across our rural 
county, as well as online concerts 
and events.

in the 
COMMUNITY
Working in Wiltshire schools
Many young people and students 
have missed out on months of 
curricular and extra-curricular 
musical activity since the lockdown 
began and schools closed.  
 
The Centre can play a meaningful 
role in providing additional musical 
opportunities to support pupils’ 
music education and wellbeing.

‘Today has made me 
feel happy and 
energised – especially 
being able to join in 
and sing. Thank you.’ 
Celebrating Age participant

Watch the video for  
Take That Ride, a song 
written by Zone Club 
during lockdown, on the 
WMC YouTube Channel



at the 
CENTRE
Providing a safe space for 
community groups to come 
together and rehearse
Last year Wiltshire Music Centre 
provided subsidised rehearsal and 
teaching space for 33 local music 
groups and tutors.  
 
Funding will enable us to confront 
the significant practical and 
financial challenges to ensure that 
the Centre can safely reopen in 
September for much anticipated 
community use.

Providing a rehearsal  
space for the West of 
England Youth Orchestra 
and Wiltshire Youth Jazz 
Orchestra
In 2015, Wiltshire Music Centre 
became the new home of the 
regional youth symphony and jazz 
orchestras; in 2019, the Centre 
was awarded funding by Wiltshire 
Music Connect to set up a new 
youth choir for the county which 
we plan to relaunch later this year.  
 
We are committed to providing 
high quality progression routes  
for talented young musicians and 
seek to resume rehearsals, events 
and performance opportunities 
for these ensembles as soon  
as possible.

Reopening teaching and 
practice rooms for 
instrumental lessons 
Each year, more than 2,700 
music lessons take place at WMC.  
 
We want to support local freelance 
music teachers with safe, flexible 
and accessible opportunities to 
bring students back into the room, 
and restart the high quality 
one-to-one music tuition that  
plays such a key role in young 
people’s development.

2,700 
music 
lessons 

a year

33 
groups & 
tutors

‘At the very top of the 
profession are young 
musicians who have 
come from Wiltshire. 
What we provide is the 
perfect training ground 
for people who are 
ambitious to make 
music their career.’
Timothy Redmond, Conductor 
West of England Youth Orchestra

Watch performance videos 
by the West of England 
Youth Orchestra recorded 
during their virtual Easter 
course on the WMC 
YouTube Channel

Photo credit: D
avid Pegg



Bringing world class artists 
back to the WMC stage, with 
opportunities for both live and 
digital audiences 
Nothing compares with the feeling that 
you get when you experience live music 
in person and especially in the stunning 
acoustic of the WMC auditorium.  
 
From Autumn 2020 we aim to 
gradually and safely welcome back a 
smaller live audience for a micro season 
that will showcase some of our most 
exciting artists, and are exploring the 
potential to livestream events direct 
from the hall in order to enable 
maximum community participation.

‘We believe in the 
capacity of live music 
to inspire, enrich and 
transform people’s 
lives and we seek to 
maximise the 
opportunities for 
everyone to 
experience this.”
James Slater,  
Artistic Director

from the 
STAGE

What makes WMC such a 
special music venue?

Look in the eyes of any visiting 
artist or group performing on  
the WMC stage and you will 
hopefully see that they are very 
comfortable in their 
surroundings. 

This has a great deal to do with 
the excellent acoustics and the 
feel of the Auditorium and venue 
as whole, but just as much to do 
with how they are looked after 
from the minute they arrive by 
our highly committed staff team 
and volunteers. We then have 
our concert-goers to thank for 
making the live interaction in 
the moment so electric, as you 
can’t have great music without 
great audiences.

What are you most looking 
forward to about coming back to 
WMC?

WMC is not just one thing, it is 
many things to many people. It is 
just as important to me that WMC 
is able to welcome through its 
doors some of the finest artists in 
the world, as it is to support and 
encourage the enjoyment of music 
and music-making for people of 
all ages and backgrounds in our 
community. 

The Centre, like society at large, is 
just starting to ease out of 
lockdown and as we do so I hope 
there will be an even greater 
understanding and appreciation of 
the vital role that the arts and 
organisations like WMC play in 
bringing people and communities 
together in powerful ways.  

In conversation with: 
JAMES SLATER, 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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GIFT AID DECLARATION 
Increase your donation by 25p for every £1 you donate.  
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for 
the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you 
as a current UK taxpayer. In order to Gift Aid your donation 
you must tick the box below: 

  I want to Gift Aid my donation of  
£  and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 years to: 
Wiltshire Music Centre
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income 
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference. 
Please notify the charity if you: 

· want to cancel this declaration  
· change your name or home address  
·  no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital 
gains

 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want 
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include 
all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return 
or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.
 
Signed

Date

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT   
   I am happy for my support to be acknowledged by name

   I would prefer to remain anonymous 

   I would like to speak to someone about leaving a legacy 

 DONATE NOW
 
I would like to donate £                           towards the Wiltshire Music Centre’s  
community fundraising appeal.

YOUR DETAILS
Name 

Address 

Postcode  

Telephone 

Email
 
PAYMENT DETAILS 

  Cheque:  
I enclose a cheque made payable to the Wiltshire Music Trust Ltd for £

  Debit /Credit Card:  
Please debit my card (using the details provided below) by £

 
Card number:               Issue no. 
*If using Switch/Maestro, please use the number printed across the middle of the card        (Maestro only)   

Start date.        Expiry date.       CVV/CVC 
                              

CONTACT PREFERENCES
We would like to keep you updated on 
what’s on at the Centre, our latest news  
and events and opportunities to support  
our work. You can opt out at any time.

   Email

   Post 

   Telephone

Please return this form to: 
Wiltshire Music Centre, 
Ashley Road, Bradford on 
Avon, Wiltshire BA15 1DZ

Via our website www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk  
Or using the form below. Thank You!
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PRINCIPAL 
FUNDERS

PARTNERS

Medlock Charitable Trust 
Joyce Fletcher Charitable Trust 

SPONSORS

MAJOR 
FUNDERS

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR FUNDERS,  
SPONSORS, SUPPORTERS AND VOLUNTEERS

MAJOR 
SPONSORS

Roper Family Charitable Trust 
The Orinoco Foundation 

PATRONS 
John Cullum FRSA DL 
Sir Maurice Johnston KCB OBE 
Jeremy Thring DL 

WILTSHIRE MUSIC CENTRE  
TRUST LTD

Ashley Road, Bradford on Avon 
Wiltshire BA15 1DZ

Admin 01225 860110 
Box Office 01225 860100

Email info@wiltshiremusic.org.uk 
Web wiltshiremusic.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1026160 
Registered Company No. 2661682 
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