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Death threats
target

Melks

ham’s

mayoral team

MELKSHAM’S Mayor, Tom

Price, and Deputy Mayor,
Saffi Rabey, have both been
victims of death threats.

Cllr Saffi Rabey reported
that on Wednesday 24th July,
she received a threatening
phone call around 2pm from
a number with no caller ID.
It was also revealed that Cllr
Tom Price had received a simi-
lar call a few weeks earlier.

“I do answer those calls
because you don’t know if it’s
someone who needs to talk to
you,” explained Cllr Rabey,
who was elected as the town’s
deputy mayor earlier this year.

“It was two men, one talk-
ing directly to me and the other
shouting in the background,
saying how they were going
to find me, hunt me down,
and then kill me. They were
screaming and shouting really
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loudly. They eventually hung
up, and I was just so shocked.

“What has shaken me is
that things have suddenly
completely changed and that’s
what is strange. Suddenly, I
have to be really aware of what
I am doing.”

Cllr Rabey said that the
only place where her tele-
phone number and ClIr Price’s
number were listed was on the
town council’s website, along
with their home addresses.

“These have since been
removed by the town council,”
said ClIr Rabey. She reported
the incident to Wiltshire Police
and has been referred to Oper-
ation Bridger, a nationwide
police protection programme
set up after MP Jo Cox was
murdered to safeguard MPs
and public figures.

Continued on page 23
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A GROUP of men aged 65
plus who attend a new social
group for men at Melksham
Library have written a pow-
erful song expressing their
thoughts on life as an older
person.

The song, titled ‘We are
the Grey People’, was written
with the help of local musician
Bob Heath, who facilitated the
session organised by Celebrat-
ing Age Wiltshire (CAW), an

organisation led by Wiltshire
Music Centre in partnership
with other creative arts and
health organisations.

The Iyrics of the song
express how strongly the men
feel about feeling overlooked.
“They are making a stand
and they want to let everyone
know that they have experi-
ence and skills and can make a
valuable contribution to soci-
ety,” explained Lucy Simms, a

project assistant at Celebrating
Age Wiltshire.

Group  members  who
worked with Bob said they
were impressed and moved by
the process.

“They loved  working
together to come up with
the lyrics. At the beginning
of the session, many of the
men didn’t think it would be
possible to write a song in
Just a two-hour session and

were amazed at what they had
achieved,” says Lucy.

“It just blew my mind,” said
a member of the group, David
Walker. “In the space of two
hours, we had come up with
this tune that typifies the group
of people that were there. We
all agreed on how it should be
played, it is just brilliant. The
‘grey people’ connotation is
fairly obvious but the other
connotation is that older peo-

‘We are the Grey People’
- local men write song to
give older men a voice

ple tend to be seen as ‘grey
people,” insignificant, in the
background and not having
any real worth in the world.
I would say, I feel concerned
about the world I find myself
living in. I don’t feel particu-
larly comfortable with the
world I find myself living in.
If you listen to the words of
the song, it’s actually a fight
back - ‘we are the grey people,

Continued on page 23

A DEFIBRILLATOR has
been installed outside Bow-
erhill Village Hall following
a donation of funds made by
local woman Marilyn Mill
in memory of her husband

chairman for three years and
served as the vice-chairman.
“Everybody in the town
knew him,” explained Mari-
lyn. “The parish council, the

Mike Mills, who died in 2018.

Marilyn donated funds for
the new equipment, which
has been installed as part of
a Melksham Without Parish
Council initiative, in memory
of Mike who was a stalwart of
the local community.

She said, “Mike fought hard
to get the first defibrillators
installed in the town, it was
his call in life to work with the
community.”

He was a Melksham With-
out Parish Councillor for 27
years, where he served as
chairman for 12 years, the
longest serving chairman in the
parish council’s history.

Mike also won Melksham
News’ Person of the Year
award in 2017 for his work and
passion with the community.
He worked with local groups
such as Bowerhill Residents
Action Group (BRAG) and
was on the Bowerhill Village
Hall committee since the
1980s, where he was also

town council, he was known
by everyone.

“Mike collected old coins
and when I sold these, I thought
it would be nice for the money

to go towards a defibrillator
outside the village hall.

“The village hall has one
inside but you cannot access it
if the hall is locked. I thought it

Local woman donates funds for life-saving
defibrillator in memory of community stalwart

would make sense to have one
like Berryfield Village Hall has
outside, because it gives the
community 24-hour access.”
Continued on page 23
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‘We are the Grey People’ -

write song to give older men a voice
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Oyez, Oyez, Oyez!
Melksham seeks its
next town crier

MELKSHAM is now seeking
a new town crier following the
resignation of the town’s first-ever
female town crier, Jax Brady.

The new town crier

on Sunday

Ist September, at King George V
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submitted to the town council by
Sunday 11th August.
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MELKSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

£29,269 - £30,825

Pay award pending

Full time 37 hours per week

Melksham Town Hall

23 days leave (rising to 28 after 5 years)
Local Government Pension Scheme
Closes: Sunday 4th August (midnight)

APPLY NOW
e steve.milton@lgrc.uk
e 07701032010
e https://www.melksham-tc.gov.uk/about-
melksham-town-council/vacancies

RECRUITING

DEPUTY TOWN CLERK
MELKSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

£33,024 - £35,745

e Payaward pending
Full time 37 hours per week
Melksham Town Hall
23 days leave (rising to 28 after 5 years)
Local Government Pension Scheme
Closes: Sunday4th August (midnight)

APPLY NOW
e steve.milton@lgrc.uk
e 07701032010
o https://www.melksham-tc.gov.uk/about-

melksham-town-council/vacancies
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